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(57) Abstract 
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on an encoding side is composed of a VO 
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Abstract 

An encoding bit stream (30) generated on an 
encoding side is composed of a VO header 
(30a), a VOL header (30b) 3 a GOV header 
(30c), VOP headers (30d) and VOP data 
(30e). An object intra-encoding display 
specifying signal (7') which indicates that all 
the VOP data (30e) included in the VOL or 
the GOV have been intra-encoded is 

multiplexed in the VOL header (30b). Therefore, on a decoding side, it can be 
recognized whether all the VOP data (30e) included in the VOL or the GOV in the 
encoding bit stream (30) have been intra-encoded or not by merely analyzing the 
object intra-encoding display specifying signal in the VOL header (306), so that the 
processes of the VOP such as fewer-frame control, random access, etc., can be 
practiced easily. 
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